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PPM CXIX.,. IT: 


Thy Word have I hid in mine 


Heart, that I might not fin 
againſt Thee. 


HY Word (ſays this Servant of God) is @ 
Light unto my Feet, and a Lanthorn to my 


Path, "Y mord is $9 therefore Thy 
Servant loveth it. I efteem the Words of His Mouth 
before my neceſſary Food. Our Lord ave: Search 
the Scriptures, they teflify of me. The Bereans are 
commended, becauſe they ſearched the Scriptures 
daily, to find the Truth of the Apoſtles Doctrine; 3 
on which Account they are called le. 

Now, every Word of God is pure, and ought 
to be attended to by all, and with all Diligence. 
Owing to this Neglect, is all that barbarous Teno- 
rance, and i Irregt: lar Conduct, which we lee abound, 
ſo ſhamefully almoſt every where. In like Man- 
ner, it is much to be lamented, that this is ſo little 
attended to amongſt many who have ſome little 
Acquaintance with the Things of God: Hence 
we find, many ſpeak of the Things of the King- 
dom of God in a very unintelligeable Manner, 
which frequently gives Occafion to ſuch as ſeek it 
1gainſt them. The ſeeing of this fo frequently, has 
given me much Pain from Time to Time. : 
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Let me endeavour, my dear Hearers, to ſtir up 
myſelf and you, by beſceching you, to adopt the 
ſame Method which we here find the Royal Pſal- 
miſt did; Thy Ford, ſays he, have JI hid in my 
Heart, that I might not fin againſt Thee, But to at- 
tend a little to the Words, it may be neceſſary to 
contider, 


I. What arewe tounderſtand by the Word 
of God ? | 

II. What is implied in hiding it in our 
Heart? 


1II. For what End are we to hide it in 
our Heart ? 


I. What do we underſtand by this Phraſe ? By 
the Word of God, in Scripture, ſometimes is meant, 
Chriſt himſelf, the eſſential Word of God. In the 
Beginning was the Nord, and the Mord was with 
God, and the Word was God *. And the Mord was 
made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, and tue beheld His 
Glory, the Glory of the Only Begotten of the Father, 
full of Grace and Truth +, And where he is def- 
cribed in a more triumphant Manner, he is ſaid, 
to be clothed with a Ve/ture dipt in Blood, and hi; 
Name is called the Word of God f. 

Now, although this is not what J apprehend the 
Holy Ghoſt means in the Text, yet, I cannot 
help wiſhing that, even in this Senſe of the Word, 
the Text might be fulfilled in us. For when 
St. Paul would expreſs the greateſt and ſublimeſt 
Things for his believing Coloſſians, he ſums up 
the Matter in theſe ſimple, yet expreſſive Words, 
Chrifl in you the Hape of Glory. And when our 
Lord*was about to take his Leave of His Diſciples, 


He comforts them by informing them, that A. 
| and 


John i. 1. 4 John vi. 24. 1 Rev. xix, 23. I Col. 11,25 
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and his Father weuld come to them and mate Their 
Abode with them*, See much more to the ſame 
Effect, 2 Cor. vi. Indeed this is a Privilege which 
every one ſhould be afpiring after, and never reſt 
till they can fay, They dwell in God, and Ged in 
them +, While the Holy Dne of Iirael dwells in 
you, you are fafe ; and tho' 1% may be like that 
Ship in which the Friend of Sinners was, ſorely 
toſſed with a Tempeſt, yet all the Storms of 
Temptation, all the Waves of Affliction, cannot 
deſtroy you while you have in you the Keeper of 
Iſrael : Nothing can overthrow you. See much to 
this Purpoſe in John xv. in the Beginning, and in 
Pſalm xlvi. 

2. By the Word of God ſometimes we are 
to underſtand ſome expreſs and particular Reve- 
lation from God; and in this Senſe the Word 
frequently occurs in the Old Teſtament, And 
altho* theſe were ſpecial Meſſages, ſometimes to 
particular Perſons, ſometimes to particular Na- 
tions, and ſometimes to all Men ind: finitely, yet 
we have them left upon Record for our Inſtruction, 
upon whom the Ends of the Worid. are come. 
We. find in theſe expreſs Meſſages, ſometimes 
Reproof, Exhortation, Inſtruction, or Direction, 
Encourazement or Conſolation, ſo that. we may 
reap Advantage from them all.. 

Indeed, we have this Advantage; that as many 
Parts of the Old Teſtament were Predictions of 


good Things to come, we ſee them happily ac-- 


compliſhed in the New Teſtament f. Many of 
the hiſtorical Parts of the Old Teſtament are 
brought in as having happened for our Inſtruction, 
as well as the Types and Shadows. Read 1 Cor, x. 
Heb. ix. Here I would ſay, Gather up the Frag- 
ments, that Nothing be bot. . 

| l 3- By 


* John xiv. 23. f 1 John iv. 16. 


t If the Reader would fee this to his Satisfaction, let bim 


read Dr, Newton on the Prophecies, 
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2. By the Word of God, ſometimes is meant 
the Ten Moral Precepts, called by the Jews, and 
Septuagint, the Ten Words of God. They may 
be ſo called in an emphatic Manner, in that they 
were ſpoken immediately by himſelf. In other Caſes 
He ſpoke ſometimes by an Angel, or by his Pro- 
phets, or by Dreams; but here he ſpoke directly, 
without the Interpoſition of any Mediator, and the 
Manner deferves our Attention, The Mountain 
from whence Jehovah ſpake was ſo ſacred, that the 
People were prohibited ſo much as to look upon it 
and if a Beaſt touched it, it was to be ſtoned, or 
ſhot through with a Dart. The Mountain was 
enveloped in thick Smoke; awful Flathes of Ligh- 
tening were ſeen ; loud Peals of Thunder were 
heard; the Voice of a Trumpet waxed louder and 
louder, inſomuch, that not only the Congregation, 
but even Moſes quaked and trembled ; and as for 
the People, they defired God might ſpeak no more 
to them in that Manner, leſt they ſhould die ; but 
that He Himſelf would act the Part of a Mediator, 
See the awful Scene, Exod. xix, compared with 
Heb. xii. 

Moſes takes Care to remind the People of thi: 
very important Circumſtance in the recapitulating 
of the Law. For aſt now (ſays he) of the Days 
that are paſt, which were before thee, ſince the Daz 
that God created Man upon the Earth, and aſt from 
one Side of Heaven to the other, whether there hath 
been any ſuch Thing, as this great Thing ts, or hath 


been heard like it. Did ever People hear the Voice of 


oo OY out of the Midſi of the Fire as thou 500 


heard, and live *? 


Now, the Words of this Law, ſhew in an aye- 
ful Manner what God Is, His holy and pure 
Nature, and in like Manner ſhew us what we 
ſhould be, and then condemn us, ſuppoſing we 
are not what it commands us to be: So that 4 

| man! 


* Deut, iv, 32, 33. 
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many as are under the Warks of the Law are under the 
Curſe *, God has ſaid, I will put my Law in their 
inward Parts, and write it in their Hearts, and 1 
will be their God, and they ſhall he my People. +. Per- 
haps this may be what David meant in the Text. 

4. By the Word of God, I in general apprehend 
we are to underſtand, the whole revealed Will of 
God, as we have it in the Scriptures of Truth: 
And here we are highly favoured indeed, to. what 
former Ages were. he Old Teftament Saints, 
had but a Part of the Sacred Canon, and a very 
dark Part too, until the Blefled Redeemer, the 
Fulfiller of the dark Types and Shadows appeared. 


We are bleſt with the Prophecies, and their Ac- 


compliſhment ; the Types and their great Anti- 
type; ſo that the one is a happy Confirmation of 
the other. Beſides, until the Art of Printing was 
found out t, it was not eaſy to come at a Bible, 
perhaps all the Subſtance of a Man's Houſe would 
not purchaſe one; but now that difficulty is re- 
moved, any poor Man may be poſſeſſed of that in- 
valuable Treaſury for Half-a-Crown or Three 
Shillings. Nor was this the only Inconvenience 


former Ages had to grapple with ; for,- until the 


Reformation took place, the Bible was locked from 
the Generality, becauſe it was not permitted to be 
tranſlated into Vulgar Languages: But now that 
Inconvenience is removed, and Providence has 
furniſhed us with an excellent Tranſlation, ſo that 
if we are ignorant of the Scriptures it is our own 
Fault. This ſhall lead me to the ſecond Thing 
propoſed, viz. | 

II. What is implied in hiding the Word in our 
Heart ? It is hinted above, that by the Word in 
the Text, I underſtand the hole revealed Will of 

30 


* Gal, iii. 10. + Jer. xxxi. 33. 
1 This ingenious and uſeful Art was invented in 1432, and 
is aſcribed to Koſter, or Fuſt, or Schoeffer, or Guttemberg, all 
Germans, but to which is not certainly known, 
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God contained in the Scriptures of Truth. This 
muſt eceſſarily imply a diligent Searching of them, 
We find this to have been the Practice with good 
Men in all Ages. We ſee what a dear Lover of 
God's Word David was, if we go no farther than 
his Pfalms ; and it is a Commendation St. Paul 
gives of 1 imothy, That from a Child he had known 
the Scriptures, (and that he might add a proper 
Weight unto: their Authority, he adds) which are 
able to make thee wife unto Salvation, through Faith, 
which is in Chri/t Jeſus x. Tis much to be lament- 
ed, that this Practice is ſo much neglected, even 
by ſuch as profeſs to own the Authority of the 
Scriptures. Numbers will talk a deal of precious 
Time away, and will not find Time for this ſalu— 
tary Employment. The primitive Chriſtians paid 
a very particular Attention to the written Word, 
and were mightily in the ſame; their Adverfaries 
knew this, and ſought by all Means to deſtroy it +, 
The venerable Puritans wer- exceedingly remark- 
able in this Particular : They were careful, ex- 
ceeding careful, that their Children and Srrvants 
ſhould read the ſacred Oracles; and I cannot help 
thinking that it is the diligent and conſtant Practice 
of all who are taught of God even now. 

Indeed, I greatly lament that reading any Thing 
is ſo little attended unto, quite contrary to every 
Thing which I ever experienced. In the Way of 
Religion, we live in an Age in which uſeful and 
experimental Books abound in great Plenty; and 
if we make not a proper Uſe of them it is our 
own Fault. 

Hiding the Word of God in our Heart implies, 
that we underſtand it as well as read it. For the 
Underſtanding being the leading Faculty of the 


Soul, 


* 2 Tim, iii, 15. 
+ 1 ſhould recommend the Engliſh Reader to the following 
Books, Echard's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and Cave's' Primitive 
Chriſtian, - 
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Soul, if it is not employed in what we read, and 
what we hear, we are not much the better for 
either, The Paſſions being affected and the Judg- 
ment uninformed, is like a Land Flood, it does 
more Harm than Good, and is ſoon dried up again : 
But when the Mind is affected from right Views of 
Things, it is like a gentle Stream from a never- 
failing Spring. Too many hear Sermons with 
their Paſſions, and if ſome Commotion is raiſed 
there (tho' they neither know whence it comes, 
nor whither it goes) they account it a great Bleſ- 
ſing; tho' perhaps their Tempers are not one 
whit the better, neither do they ſee any Thing 
clearer, In theſe Perſons Argument is loſt, and 
all that can be faid to the Underſtanding means 
little, Bur ſuch do not hide God's Word in their 
Heart, and are liable to be turned about with every 
Wind, and to fall a Prey to every Pretender, if he 
can but work upon their Paſſions. The Charac- 
ter which our Lord gives of the Way-ſide Hearers 
is, that when they hear the Word they underſtand it 
not, then cometh the Wicked One and catcheth away 
that which was ſown in his Fleart *. On the other 
Hand, the good Ground Hearer is ſaid to hear the 
Word, and under/tand it, and which bringeth Fruit . 
But a Man muſt have the Wiſdom from on High 
in order to a right Underſtanding, otherwiſe the 
1;fon, Ci. e. the whole revealed Will of God) 4 
all is become as the Words of a Book that is ſealed, 
which Men deliver to one that is learned, ſaying, Read 
t'is, J pray thee: And be ſaith, I cannot; for it is 
ſealed And the Book is delivered to one that is not 
learned, ſaying, Read this, I pray thee : And he ſaith, 
J am not learned 1. For what Man knoweth the 
Tlines of a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man that is 
within him? Even ſo the Things of God knoweth no 
Man, but the Spirit of God. So that the natural 
Nan receiveth net the Things of the Spirit of God: 


ar 


Matt. xi, 29, Þ+ Verſe 23. 1 Iſa. xxix, 11, 12. 
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For they are Fooliſhneſs to him; neither can he knos, 
them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned *. Our 
Lord well knew the Neceſſity of his Hearers un- 
derſtanding Him, and hence He aſked His Diſci- 
ples, Have ye underſtood theſe Things? When the 
adducees came, as they thought, with an un- 
anſwerable Queſtion, He replied, Ye do err. How 
ſo? Not knowing the Scriptures nor the Power 7 
God +, We find when the Captives returned from 
Babylon, proper Perſons read in the Book of the Law 
 diflinftly, and gave the Senſe, and cauſed them to 
under/land the Reading t. Without the Uſe of this 
noble Faculty, we may read, and hear much, and 
profit very little. We may fee how this Obſerva- 
tion was verified in the Cale of the Diſciples, they 
heard Him who ſpake as never Man ſpake, and 
yet how amazingly dark and blind were they until 
He opened their Under/landing that they might under- 
fland the Scriptures F. My dear Brethren, this is 
to me Matter of Heavineſs and Sorrow ; notwith- 
ſtanding all the Advantages we now have both of 
hearing and reading; yet, how little the Gene- 
rality do underſtand. O when ſhall this Re- 
proach be rolled away from amongſtus? We ſee 
to how little Purpoſe the Scribes and Phariſees read 
the Scriptures ; for doubtleſs they read them, and 
the Prophecies relating our Lord's coming into the 
World; yea, and were in Expectation of his com- 
ing; yet, when he did come, how did they receive 
Him? Let the Evangeliſts inform you. They 
read of a Meſſiah who was to be deſpiſed and rejet 
ed of Men, a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted wit) 
Grief]. That He was ta be cut off for the Sins of 
His People *. That they ſhould {mite the Judge if 
Iſrael with a Rod upon the  Cheek- Bone +. hat 
the Sword of Jehovah ſhould awake again 
el 


1 Cor. ii, 11. 14. + Matt, xxii, 29. 1 Neb. viii. 8. 
5 Luke, xxiv. 45 [| Ifa, Iiii. 4. »* Dan, ix, 26 4 Mic. v. 2 
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Fellow *. But, behold, they expected à Meſſiah 
to come in the Pomp and . of the Em- 
peror of the Univerſe, and ſeeing Him aſſume no- 
thing of that Kind, their Cry was, Away with 
Him, rg. Him, crucify Him +. Thus we ſee 
how little they underſtood the Word of God which 
they heard daily in their Synagogues : And how 
many Thouſands are in the ſame unhappy Con- 
dition even to this Day. 

3. Hiding the Word in our Heart implies, that 
we experience it. Without this our Reading and 
our Underſtanding will avail but very little. The 
Hungry may hear of Food; but if he partakes 
not of it, that will fignify Nothing. Suppoſing 
you were all fick, or lame, and knew there were 
Medicines of the greateſt Value in one of theſe 
Galleries, yet without their Application, you 
might return as ſick and as lame as you came hi- 
ther ; the Caſe is exactly parallel. Experience is 
mentioned in Scripture, under ſuch ſtrong, yet 
well known, Figures of Speech as Eating, Taſt- 
ing, Seeing, Feeling, &c, *Tis not ſufficient that 
we underſtand the Theory of Faith, Repentance, 
the New Birth, and the gracious Influences, but 
that we know by happy Experience what it is to 
repent, believe, and know what that bleſſed State 
is, called, a Paſſing from Death unto Life. 

We can never ſufficiently eſtimate any Mercy 
till we feel the Neceſſity of it. If we were never 
hungry, we ſhould: not prize our Food; or if we 
were never weary, we ſhould not properly eſteem 
an ealy Bed : No more will any one have much 
Regard for Chriſt as a Saviour, who has not felt 
himſelf a Sinner, Hence we find the moſt ſolemn 
and penitential Language uſed every Lord's Da 
to very little Purpoſe. We have erred and ſtrayed - 
from Thy Ways like loft Sheep. Me have fg too 
much the Devices and Deſires of our own Hearts, Cc. 

This 
Tech. xiii. 7. + John xix, 15. 
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This is all ſolemn Truth; but, alas! who is ſenſi- 
ble of its being ſo? The Want of this Senſibiliry, 
makes the hearing of Chriſt crucified a very inſipid 
Thing to Thouſands; ſo it was to the Jews, to 
whom our Lord ſaid, They that be whsle need not 4 
Phyfictan, but they that are ſick *. All the Epiſtles 
were addreſſed to Perſons who had felt the Word 
of Truth to be the Power of God unto Salvation +. 
Who from being dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, were 
guickened :; who were rijen with Chriſt &, and who 
were brought out of Darkneſs into marvellous Light ||. 
They muſt be People of the very ſame Stamp, who 
can reliſh the fame Writings now. *T'is of ſingular 
Uſe to underſtand the Scriptures by Experience, 
and it is the very ſame in hearing ; juſt like a Per- 
ſon hearing of a Country through which he has 
paſſed; when the Cities, or Towns, or Buildings 
are mentioned, the Hearer's Attention is ſtruck, and 
the Idea of every Thing is very lively: The very 
ſame is the Caſe with the Man who hears an ex- 
perimental Sermon ; the Preacher touches the veiy 
Strings, which he well underſtands, and can fay 
to the Preacher, Now I know thou ſpeakeſt tru- 
ly, for I have felt the very Things which thou halt 
deſcribed : Like the Samaritans, who when they 
had heard our Lord himſelf, ſaid to the Woman, 
Now we believe, not becauſe of thy ſaying : For we 
have heard him ourſelves, and do know that this is in- 

deed the Chrift, the Saviour of the World **. | 
4. Hiding God's Word in our Heart implies, 2 
cordial Love to it. Indeed, whatever we ſupreme- 
ly love has the greateſt Share in our Heart: There 
the Miſer has his Wealth; there the Gallant 
has his Miſtreſs ; there dwells the Fame * 
an 


* Matt, ix, 12. + Rom. i. 16. f Eph. ii. 1. & Col. iii, 2, 
|| x Peterii, 9.“ John iv. 42, 

+ For a clear Deſcription of Experimental Religion, I heart. 

ily wiſh every one would read and conſider Mr, Weſley's Fun 

Volume of Sermons, 
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Man of Honor, and there the Drunkard ſeats his 
Wine, or ſtrong Drink. Now it is the Character 
of the good Man, that he delights 3 in the 
Law of the Lord, and in His Law doth he meditat: 
Day and Night *. Whatever we delight ourſelves 
in, we can think on it with great Satisfaction. And, 
what an ample Field of Truth does the holy Book 
of God afford us, what Subject can we need 
which is not treated upon more or leſs ? and the 
Things moſt neceſſary to be known, are ſpoke of 
with exceeding great Plainneſs, I cannot conclude 
this Article better than in the Words of the Pſal- 
miſt, The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
Soul: The Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wi/- 
the Simple. The Statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing 
the Heart : The Commandment of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightening the Eyes. The Pear of the Lord is clean, en- 
during for ever; the Fudgments of the Lord are true, 
and rigbtecus altogether. More to be deſired than 
Gold, yea, than much fine Gold: Sweeter alſo than 
Honey, and the Honey Camby. 

5. Hiding God's Word in our Heart implies, that 
we take Care to treaſure it up there, and not eaſily 
let it flip. The Words feem to allude to Perſons 
who lay up either Corn, or Money, or ſome ſuch 
valuable Thing in ſome ſecure Place, where the 
can readily find it themſelves, but it is kept ſafe 
from others. Thus we find the ſurpriſing Things 
which attended the Birth of John the Baptiſt, 
made ſuch an Impreſſion upon all who heard them, 
that they laid them up in their Hearts ; the ſame is 
laid of the bleſſed Virgin, concerning the Sayings of 
her adorable Son, that ſhe kept His Sayings in her 
Heart F. The Word of God is like Seed which is 
ſown in the Earth, which if it abide not there it can- 
not take Root, neither can it bring forth Fruit. In- 
deed, whatever we love weare very tenacious in hold. 
ing faſt, and do not readily part with it. In temporal 

B Things 
Pf. . 2. f Pſ. xix, 7, 11. f Luke i. 66. § Luke Ii. 51. 
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Things Perſons need no cautioning on theſe Heads, 
but are exceeding careful without much Admoni— 
tion, whether the Advice given may reſpect their 
Health or their Subſtance ; and I know no Reaſon 
but the ſame Attention ſhould be given to the one 
Thing needful, and abundantly more ſo. J/here- 
fore, we ought to give the more earneſt Heed to the 
Things which we have heard, left at any Time we 
ſhould let them flip *. 

III. "The third general Head is, to conſider for 
what End we are to hide God's Word in our 
Heart. 

Now there appears a Miſtake in many who read 
the Scriptures, Some read them as their Duty, 
and think they are doing God ſome Kind of Ser- 
vice it upon a Lord's Day, after eating a good 
Dinner, they will vouchſate Him the Honor to 
read a little in his Word, until they drop a-ſlcep 
over it, *Tis no Matter what they read, that is 
out of the Queſtion, whether it is Abraham begat 
Iſaac, or believe in the Lord Jeſus. Doubtlels 
it is our Duty to read, but it is not a Duty to reſt 
in. Many read in order to be great Palkers, and 
tancy it they can quote Scripture, others muſt ad- 
mire their Noiſe as much as they admire it them- 

elves. There are others who read in order to 
maintain ſome favourite Tenet ; theſe will rack 
and ſtretch every Thing to make it tally with their 
own Noſtrum, Theſe are ſomething like the 
Tyrant which I have read of, who was reſolved to 
have a Number of Men exactly of the fame Height 
ſuch as were too ſhort, he would have them ſtretch 
ed upon the Rack in order to make them lon; 
enough: Thus, ſome ſtretch and mangle th 
Word of God in order to make it extend to thei 
Meaſure, but by that Means are in Danger o 
making the Word of God of none Effect. 

But to return from this Digreſſion, (for * 

eg 


® Heb; il, I, 


1 


beg your Pardon) we fee a more worthy End 
propoſed in the Text, viz. That we may not fin again/t 
God, Let this be our Motive in reading and un- 
derſtanding the Scriptures. 

If we would not fin againſt God, let us attend to 
all the Threatenings and Reproofs in the Book of 
God, Theſe are all neceſſary, and are ſomething 
like our Quick- T hora Hedges, which are intend- 
ed to keep your Cattle in due Bounds ; for there 
is a vile Propenſity in us to break our Bounds, 
and treſpaſs our juſt Limits: The Lord has very 
wiſely and graciouſly put the Threatenings as fo 
many Briars and Thorns in our Way. St. Paul 
bids Titus reprove, that they might be ſound in the 
Faith; yea to reprove ſharply x. All Scripture is given 
by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 
for Reprosf,, and for Correction, as well as for In- 


rudi uin Righteouſneſs +, They who get beyond 


the Reproots get beyond the Teaching of St. Paul, 
and fo growing wile above what is written, grow 
Wie in their own Conceits, and thereby are in 
Danger of being deceived. 

2. If we would not ſin againſt God, let us hide 
a!l the _aurions in our Hearts. There is not an 
Evil we are in danger of, but we are guarded a- 
gainſt it; and the Things we are moſt in Danger 
of, theſe we are molt frequently and plainly cau- 
tioned againſt. Fo inſtance in a tew Particulars : 
How often do we find the Lord cautioning His 
Peole, in the Old Teſtament, againit Idolatry? 
it wou'd be endleſs to tranſcribe the Paſſages ; and 
St. John ſhu's up his firſt Epiſtle with, Little 
Children, keep your ſelves from Idols g. 

Now, what is an [do]? Any Thing which is 
put in the ?lace of God; a Mite or a Mountain; 
an A's, or an Archangel. If every Idol in Eng- 
land was to have a Temple built, there would not 
de Room te contain them. Money, Wine, Wo- 

B 2 men, 
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men, good Creatures, bad Creatures, all are made 
into Idols; ſo that there are Gods many and Lords 
many ; yet ts us there is but one God the Father, of 
whom are - Things, and we in Him; and. one 
Lord Jeſus Chr iſd. by whom are all Things, and we 
by Him *. 

Again, Unbelief is another Thing which we 
are repeatedly guarded againſt, both directly and 
indirectly. The Unbeliever hall be damned +, Nay, 
he is condemned already f. Nay, the Wrath of Gd 
abideth on him &. And there is one Thing laid of 
the Unbeliever, t that is not even ſaid of the Devil, 
to wit, that he makes Gd a Liar ||. *T is ſaid of 
the Devil, that he is a Liar and the Father of 
Lies; but Nis never ſaid of him that he makes 
God a Liar. Indeed, he has too much Senſe to 
do this himſelf, whatever he may prompt fallen 
Man to do. I he Apoſtle to the Hebrews gives a 
ſummary Account of the Rebellion of the Iſraelites, 
and of their falling in the Wilderneſs, and con- 
cludes with theſe remarkable Words, So we ſee 
they could not enter in becauſe of Unbelief ax. On the 
other Hand, what excellent Things are faid of 
Faith or Believ! ng. See John iii. 14. 1. Heb, 
xi. throughout, What is it which Faith cannot 
do? And what is it the Unbeliever mult not ſuffer? 

Love to the World is another of the common 
Evils we are very largely warned againſt. Our 
Lord ſeldom preached a Sermon, but he had Some- 
thing againſt this baſe Paſſion ; He bids us go to 
the Ravens, Lillies, &c. to learn to caſt our Care 
upon Him who careth fur us. | he Parable of the 
rich Man and Lazarus is one of theſe kind Cau- 
tions, put in a very ſtriking Manner indeed. In 
the Parable of the Sower, we find the ſame gloomy 
Delight levelled at: Some Seed fell among T horns 3 

Ihe 


» x Cor, viii, 6. + Mark xvi, 16. f John iii, 16. 5 John ii, 
1 John v. 10, “ Heb, iii. 10. 


the Therns ſprang up, to wit, the Cares of the Il orla, 
and the Deceitfulneſ; of Riches, choak the Nord *. 

In the Parable of the great Supper, we find, the 
Farm, and the Merchandiſe, kept many who were 
invited from c: ming to the Supper 4. St. John, 
in giving the Cautions wich he had beard his 
Lord fo frequently repeat, uſhers it in with a par- 
ticular Solemnity, addreiſing himſelf reſpectively 
to little Children, young Men, and Fathers, and 
what is it He is about to bring "forh ? Hearken, 
and he wil] tell you: Love not the Worlu, neither 
the Things which are in the IVorld ; if any Man love 
the IVortd, the Love of the Father is net in bim. 
And our Lord's Queſtion is much to the Purpoſe, 
Il bat ſhall it Pa a Man, if he ſhould gain the woole 
IV-orll, woos 215 own Soul ? Brethren, let theſe 
Sayings link deep into your Hearts. 

If we would not fin againſt God, let us hice 
all his Commands in our Hearts. He himſelf has 
made this the ſtanding Mark of our being His 
Followers, If ye live me keep my Commaniments ||. 
In this Reſpect the Lord is very particular, and 
ſuits himſelf to every State and every Condition 
in Life. Are we unawakened, Flis Word is, Unt: 
you, O Men, I call, and my Pg is unto the Sons of 
Men **, Came let us reaſan together; if ye be willing 
and obedient ye ſhall eat the Good of the Land; but if 
ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured with the 
Sword +. Turn ye at my Reprosf tt. Fxcept ye re- 
bent, ye ſhall periſß dd. I hus will net God leave 
Himſelf without a Witneſs, even in the moſt ob- 
durate. But, ſuppoſinz we be awakened, and in 
ſome Meaſure ſenſible of our Danger, the exprels 
Command is, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the Sins 0 75 the World |. Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give 2 


Ref?. 
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Reft. Toke my Yoke upon you, and you ſhall find Ref 
for your Sauls *. Indeed, it would be endleſs to 
tranſcribe all the encouraging Paſſages which are 
found in the Book of God, in Favour of ſuch as 
are ſenſible Sinners; and all is delivered in the 
Form of Commanding; ſo that Duty and Privi- 
lege go Hand in Hand together. Are we Belis— 
vers? The Word of Command to us runs thus, 
As ye have received Chrift Feſus the Lord, fo walk je 
in Him +. Stand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
has made us free, and be not gain entangled with the 
Yoke of Bondage}. Be not conformed to this W/orld, 
but be ye transformed ly the renewing af your Minds, 
Romans xii. read the whole Chap. Likewiſe, 
Epheſians v. 1 Peter ii. each throughout. Indeed, 
all the Epiſtles are written to Believers; I wiſh 
they were more read and attended unto d. Are 
we Backſliders? See how affectionately the Lord 
calls after us, three Times together, in Jer. iii. 
Read alſo His own Letter to the Church of Ephe- 
ſus, Rev. ii. and to the Laodiceans ſtill in a worſe 
Condition, Chap. iii. at the End. The Cale of 
the Prodigal is quite pertinent, Luke xv. How 
affectionately is he received. 

But the Book of God does not only ſpeak to 
particular States, but likewiſe to particular Condi- 
tions. Are we Servants ?—then it is, Servants, 
obey your Maſters, according to the Fleſh, in dl. 
Things; not in Eye-Serwvice, as Men-fleaſers, but i- 
Singleneſs of Heart. Are we Maiters?—let us at- 
tend; And ye Maſters do the ſame Thing unto them, 
for bearing Threatening ; knowing that your Maſter i. 
in Heaven; neither is there Reſpect of Perſons wit! 
Him. Are we Children ?—Hear then the Word 
of the Lord ; Children obey your Parents in the Lord: 


far 
FS, 


Matt. xi, 28. 29. + Col. ii, 6. 1 Gal. v. i. 
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for it is right, Honour thy Father and Mother, 
(which is the firſt Command with Promiſe) that 
it may be well wiih thee, and thou mayeſt live long 
upon the Earth, Are we FHarents ?—let us attend: 
unto our Leſſon; Aud ye Parents provoke not your 
Children to Mrath but bring them up in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord. To Wives, the Com- 
mand is, Nives, ſubmit yourſelves to your own Huj- 
bands, as unto the Lord, Eun as Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, and called him Lord, Are we Kuſbands ? 
let is attend unto our Duty; Heſbands, love your 
Wives, even as Chrijt l;ved the Church, and gave 
Himſelf for it. For each of theſe relative Duties, 
conſider the two invaluable Chapters from whence 
theſe Quotations are taken, I mean Ephel. v. vi. 

But the divine Directory does nut leave the 
Matter here ; but is yet more particular. Are we 
Preachers? - We are not left without our Docu- 
ment. Study to ſhew the/elf approved unto God, @ 
IVorkman that need not be aſhamed, righily dividing the 
Word of Truth. Are we Hearers? Take Heed there- 
fore haw ye hear. Obey them that have the Rule over 
you, and ſubmit yourſelves ; for they watch for your 
Souls as they that muſt give an Account. Efleem them 
very highly in Love, for their Works Sake, In one 
Word, whether Kings or Subjects, Bond or Free, 
Young or Old, Neighbours or Bretten, there is 
Something expreſsly ſaid to each Condition. 
But who attends unto this? This Neglect has 
cauſed me much Concern, and ofien diſcouraged 
me-not a little in my public Department in Life. 
Much is faid by many upon Faith, and great Bleſ- 
fings are ſpoken of and the like; but I look upon 
all as mere Fancy, unleſs they are accompanied 
with Attention to our Place and Station in Life. 
But there is one Point more to conſider, 

5. It is neceflary for our E ncouragement, to hide 
the Promiſes in our Hearts; and theſe we _ 
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find very needful in a dark and cloudy Day, 
Thanks he unto God, we find a Promiſe made to 
every Want. Do we want Wiſdom ?—Hear ye 
what the Fountain of true Wiidom hath faid, 
I will lead the Blind by a Way which they know 
not; I will lead them in P ths they have not known ; 
1 will make Darkneſs Light before them *. I am the 
Light of the World, be that foll:weth me ſhall not 
walk in Darkneſs, but ſball have the Light of Life +, 
So that if any Man lack Wiſdom, let him 1 of God, 
who giveth liberally to all, and it ſhall be granted 19 
him +. Ate we guilty, and ſeelingiy ſenſible ot our 
State? - He cries from Heaven, / have bletted out 
thy Tranſereſſions as a Cloud, and thine Iniguities as a 
thick Cloud & So that if we confeſs cur Sins, Fle is 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleaviſe 
us from all Unrighteoujneſs ||. o at end unt theſe 
reviving Cordials is of fingular Uſe both to ſuch as 
are now ſeeking, and to ſuch as once did obtain 
Pardon of Sin, We cannot depend too much upon 
what God has ſaid, nor too little upon ourſelves. 
Again, as we are become fallen, ruined Sinners, 
we are become exceedingly wretched. Man that i; 
born of a Woman 1s of few Days, and full of Trou- 


 ble**, Full of Trouble! How true and full is 


the Deſcription; and how do we ſee it verified 
every Day. Now the Creatures cannot take away 
the Anguiſh of our Spirits. But ſee how much 
God has promiſed in the 41ſt, 42d, and 43d Chap- 
ters of Iſaiah, read them diligently over. Our 
Lord promiſed to ſend a Comforter (unto his Dil- 
ciples) which ſhould abide with them for ever, even 
the Spirit of Truth 1. This He will ſulfil in his 
poor, mourning Followers even now. See [faiah 
Ixi. from the Beginning; fo that bl/e/ſed are thy 
that mourn ; for they ſhall be comforted 44. Do we 
feel our Deadneſs, and groan under it? *T 154 


heavy 
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heavy Complaint ; but we have a Redreſs for this 
Grievance alſo: The Hour is coming, and now is, 
when the Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear ſhall live*. Again, I am the Re- 
ſurrection and the Life : He that believeth in me, tho 
he were dead, yet fhall he live; and whoſoever liveth, 
and believeth in me, ball never die f. Sinner, be- 
lieveſt thou this ? 

Indeed, Religion without Life is a poor uncom- 
fortable Thing. There is no running our Chriſ- 
tian Race without Life ; there is no fighting the good 
Fight of Faith without Life. No man can quicken 
his own Soul, much leſs can he quicken that of 
another; but there is a gracious Quickener who is 
ever ready. Read that animating Viſion in Ezek. 
xxxvii. from the Beginning, and do you call for 


the Breath to come into your Soul, and He will 
anſwer ! 


18 Do we feel our own Weakneſſes? Indeed, 
n theſe are very many; but ſtill there are gracious 
n | Promiſes, which we may hide in our Hearts and 


ſafely confide in. In the Day when I cried, Thou 
s, i -/wereft me; and flrengthengſi me with Strength in 
i: MW Soul t. Let this be carefully laid up in your 
1 Heart, and let it encourage you to do as David 
18 did. But, I ſhall add no more than that fine Paſ- 

ed ſage in Iſaiah, ſufficient to animate the moſt de- 
Fr ſponding Creature living. He giveth Power to the 
ich Faint; and to them that have no Might He en- 
ap- ee Strength, Even the Youths ſhall faint 
Jur Na grow weary, and the young Men fhill utterly 
Jiſ- % But they that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew 
ven ir Strength; they ſhall mount up with Wings as Ea- 
his ge, they ſhall run and not be weary, and they ſhall 

aiah N 24/# and not be fainth, Confiding in a Promiſe- 
keeping God, you may ſay, I can do all Things 
thry* Chriſt which ftrengtheneth mel. Do you feel 
1 yourſelf 
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§ Ifa, xl, 28. 30. ] Phil, iv, 23. 


42 


yourſelf all unclean ? and does that diſcourage 
you? Attend unto the Promiſes which were made 
to circumciſe your Heart to love Him with all your 
Fleart *, To ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye 
ſhall be clean. To cleanſe you from all Filthineſs / 
Fleſh and Spirit: That He will cleanſe the Blood 
which Fe has not cleanſed + He is faithful and jul 
to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from: all 
Unrighteouſneſs f. So that He has given to us exceed. 
ing great and precious Promiſes ; that thro” theſe we 
may be made Partakers of the Divine Nature 8 

can but juſt touch upon theſe important Points: 
Our Time is gone. Upon the Whole, what Rea- 
ſon have we to bleſs God for His Word? How 
juſtly have holy Men in all Ages, eſteemed it an in- 
valuable Treaſury, What a rich Diſplay of the 
Mind of Heaven. Let us take Heed of all ſuch as 
treat the Book of God with Contempt, and avoid 
their Society as we would ſuch as have the Plague. 
Whenever any one begins to deſpiſe the Book of 
God, it is a ſure Sign they pay very little Regard 
to the Things of Eternity. It is nothing leſs than 
a Miracle, that the Bible has been preſerved in the 
Manncr it has; conſidering how eagerly its De- 


ſtruction has been ſought both by the Pagans and 


the Papiſts; yet, like the Buſh in the Wilderness, 
it has been unconſumed amidſt the Flames. Be- 
ware ot ſuch as ſpeak lightly of the Bible, and fay 
that ſeveral of its Writers were but Men. is 
true they were but Men ; but they were holy Men 
of God, and ſpoke and wrote as the Spirit guided 
them. 

Let us take Heed to make a proper Uſe of the 
Bible; let it be much re:d in your Cloſets, and ii 
your Families; bring your Children to an ear! 
A cquaimance with the Holy Book of God. Le 
your Experience and Practice be regulated by thi 
divine Standard; ſo that both will be fo firm an 

ſtrong 
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